
Where music and theater come to life

STUDENT MATINEES
ABOUT OUR STUDENT MATINEE PROGRAM

Our Student Matinees are held on a select Friday performance at 11am. There will be an optional 
talk-back with some of the performers immediately following the performance. 

Student tickets are $10 each and one complimentary chaperone tickets is provided for every 10 student 
tickets purchased. 

RESERVING YOUR SEATS 

Your seats will not be reserved until Berkeley Playhouse has received the full payment for your 
reservation. Full payment must be received at least two weeks prior to the performance date. Seating 
priority is given based on receipt of full payment. 

You will receive a confirmation/reminder email two weeks before the date of the student matinee. 

DAY OF THE PERFORMANCE

The theatre will be open and ready to receive students one hour prior to show. 

Students are welcome to bring lunches with them to eat in our outdoor lobby, prior to or after the 
show, or during a brief intermission. There will be no food or drink allowed in the theatre and no 
concession items will be sold during the performance. 

THE 17/18 SHOWS

 Annie |  Friday, December 8, 11am
Leapin’ lizards! One of the most popular musicals of all time returns to Berkeley Playhouse in an all new 
production that’s going to “shine like the top of the Chrysler Building!” Filled with adventure, mayhem, 
and the discovery of what family truly means, Annie is a true Broadway classic.

 Ragtime | Friday March 9, 11am 
One of the most acclaimed American musicals of the last twenty years, Ragtime is a sweeping epic 
of hopes and dreams in a changing America at the turn of the 20th century. Ragtime’s Tony Award-
winning score draws upon the unique sounds of the American landscape to create a truly remarkable 
theatrical event.

 James and the Giant Peach | Friday April 27, 11am
From the Oscar-winning team that brought you the music of La La Land and the hit Broadway musicals 
Dear Even Hansen and A Christmas Story comes an all new, adventure-filled family classic based on the 
beloved story by Roald Dahl. A journey of epic proportions, James and the Giant Peach is the lyrical, 
hummable, and fantastical musical for all ages.
 

For discussion topics on each show, see the following page



Ragtime | Recommended for grades 6-12

At a Glance: 
Ragtime is a sweeping epic of hopes and dreams in a changing America at the turn 
of the 20th century. This show contains some strong language fitting the social-
political context of the play, for example, “sons of b**tches”, “take your head out 
of your a**”. 

The play also includes a sexually derogatory term for women and historically 
derogatory terms for Polish and German individuals. Additionally, the play features some gun violence 
as well a bomb threat. 

In telling stories of racism and injustice, this play features historically derogatory language towards 
African Americans, including the word “negro” as well as two extreme racial slurs beginning with the 
letters “c” and “n”. These words are sometimes used in the most hateful way possible, and at other 
times by African Americans reclaiming them. Use of this hateful language is not glorified - it is never 
uttered casually or in a celebratory tone. Instead, these words are uttered with hate and ignorance. 

At Berkeley Playhouse, we believe in the power of theater to generate and stimulate difficult 
conversations. We hope that this play allows a teachable moment for students. By engaging with the 
harsh reality of these situations, students will build an understanding of the uglier sides of American 
history.

Annie | Recommended for grades K-12

At a Glance: 
This show is a wonderful story for families, with no particular language notes.  
Over the course of the play, Annie finds herself in a few risky situations, 
however violence is only briefly alluded to and never explicitly demonstrated.  

Discussion Topics: 
Level 1: The meaning of family
At the beginning of the show, Annie is called an orphan, and the only way she feels she can remedy 
this is by finding her biological parents. Throughout the course of the show Annie finds that she is able 
to build her own strong family. From her fellow orphans, to her new “Daddy” Warbucks, and her dog 
Sandy, her family members come in all shapes and sizes each one fulfilling a different and important 
role.  

Level 2: Resilience in the face of adversity
At the core of Annie is the story of a little girl who perseveres against all odds. Even in the beginning of 
the show, when her world seems dismal, Annie is staunchly optimistic. When Annie is treated horribly 
by Miss Hannigan, she imagines a bright future for herself and those around her and refuses to give in. 
Her resilience in this story inspires President FDR to introduce the New Deal, a series of programs that 
will make the world a better place for all. 

Level 3: Economic depression and poverty
The story of Annie is set in the real historical time period of the Great Depression in America. In 1929 
the stock market crashed and some families lost everything. This period of huge economic scarcity 
changed the American people and their relationships with each other. Throughout the play you notice 
a stark contrast between the poverty Annie lives in at the orphanage and the world of billionaire 
Warbucks, in addition to the more nuanced relationships between Grace, Rooster, Lily, Hanigan, and 
other characters. 
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James and the Giant Peach | Recommended for grades K-8

At a Glance: 
This show is a wonderful story for children of all ages. The only content note is that 
there is a comical death scene featuring villain characters. 

Discussion Questions: 
Level 1: Home is where the heart is
At the beginning of this musical, we meet a sad boy who has lost his parents. He is  

uprooted and sent to live with his closest relatives who provide very little of a home for him. James 
finally finds home with the friends he has made in a house of his own creation, showing home is not 
just where you are, but who you are with. 

Level 2: Ingenuity and invention
One of the reasons this story is so enduring is because of the creativity and ingenuity employed by 
the young protagonist. James is able to turn a peach into a home that not only floats, but flies and 
provides a source of sustenance for its inhabitants. The imagination of a child is not only a source of 
fun for the story, but critical for the survival of the characters on their journey. 

Level 3: Resilience in the face of adversity
Throughout this story James develops a creative resilience to overcome the life-threatening  
challenges around him. He rallies his friends and is able to use their strengths and combined talents 
to save their lives. Even when under attack, he is able to not only able to be brave himself, but to also 
inspire bravery amongst his insect friends.
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Ragtime (continued)

Discussion Topics: 
Level 1: Don't give up on your dreams, or your dreams will give up on you
Ragtime highlights the journey of immigrants to America - their hopes, their dreams, and their 
struggles. Throughout the play, J.P. Morgan, Henry Ford & Harry Houdini are held up as examples of 
American success stories that immigrants should look up to. But through the story of Tateh and the 
Little Girl, recent immigrants from Latvia, we see the very real difficulties that immigrants face as they 
attempt to establish themselves in their new surroundings. 

Level 2: The fight against injustice
The play highlights the teachings of Booker T. Washington, an American educator, author and orator 
who counseled friendship between the races and spoke of the promise of the future. The ongoing 
social turbulence of the times is demonstrated through the story of Coalhouse Walker, Jr., a ragtime 
musician in search of justice. This is a fight that continues to this day, in activist movements like Black 
Lives Matter. 

Level 3: Capitalism and inequality
What role does capitalism play in the inequality we see in society to this day? This play highlights the 
vast disparity of wealth in American capitalist society, where beggars and millionaires live together in 
disharmony. Radical anarchist Emma Goldman, seeing her fellow immigrants’ hopes turn to despair on 
the Lower East Side, becomes the voice for a movement against capitalism and holds rallies to protest 
the treatment of immigrant workers at the hands of American mill owners. 



PAYMENT INFO

       CHECK (INCLUDED)

AMOUNT     CHECK NUMBER        

       CREDIT CARD

CARD NUMBER

EXPIRATION DATE    BILLING ZIP CODE

SIGNATURE ___________________________________________

STUDENT MATINEES ORDER FORM
PLAY

Annie

Ragtime

James and the Giant 
Peach

DATE

Fri. Dec 8, 11AM

Fri. March 9, 11AM

Fri. April 27, 11AM

PRICE

$10

$10

$10

# OF PAID 
TICKETS

__________

__________

__________

# OF FREE
CHAPERONE 

TICKETS 

___________

___________

___________

TOTAL # OF
TICKETS

__________

__________

__________

Please indicate if your group requires wheelchair accessible seats or other accommodations:  ____________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

PHOTO/VIDEO RELEASE

Berkeley Playhouse will sometimes 
photograph and/or videotape Student 
Matinee performances for promotional 
and archival use. This includes use for 
our social media channels and website. 
Please indicate whether you and your 
students may be photographed or 
taped at the performance. We will 
inform all groups of any photography 
or recordings prior to the show.

      Yes photos and video are fine
      

      No my school does not allow it 

CONTACT INFORMATION

TEACHER NAME                           PHONE NUMBER              EMAIL

GRADE LEVEL      SUBJECT (FOR MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL)

TEACHER ACCOMPANYING STUDENT (IF DIFFERENT)     PHONE NUMBER             EMAIL

SCHOOL NAME                          SCHOOL PHONE 

ADDRESS          CITY     STATE              ZIP

$

MAIL TO: Berkeley Playhouse Box Office
2640 College Ave. Berkeley, CA 94707

EMAIL: boxoffice@berkeleyplayhouse.org

FAX: (510) 845-3133

Please contact 
Director of Education, Rachel Eisner 

at  (510) 845 - 8542 ext. 376 
with any questions


