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BERKELEY PLAYHOUSE ANNOUNCES  
2019-2020 PROFESSIONAL SEASON! 

 
BERKELEY (March 5, 2019) – Berkeley Playhouse Founding Artistic Director Elizabeth McKoy 
and Executive Director and Producer Kimberly Dooley announced today that the 12th 
professional season of their award-winning theater company for all ages includes five 
brand-new productions that will stir the soul and ignite challenging conversations about the 
world we live in.  
 
The 2019-2020 Season begins in September with Mamma Mia!, a feel-good celebration of love, 
friendship, and the meaning of family set to the timeless music of ABBA. The holiday season 
features a gift for audiences young and old alike with A Christmas Story, a hilarious musical 
based on the holiday classic. In February 2020, take in Memphis, a passionate story about 
interracial love set at the birth of rock 'n' roll in 1950's Tennessee. Berkeley Playhouse’s April 
2020 production is a soaring and electric show by one of America's most beloved theater 
creators, and has been on the wish list for years! It's still top secret but will be announced to the 
public on September 1st, 2019. Finally, the season closes with Newsies, the epic dance 
musical about young people fighting for justice. 
 
“As we head into our 12th season here at Berkeley Playhouse, I continue to be amazed at how 
far we’ve come and in awe of the incredible community that has built up around us,” says 
Founding Artistic Director Elizabeth McKoy. “What began as a small theater program for kids 
has blossomed into an award-winning theater company and artistic home for local designers, 
performing artists, young conservatory students, and, of course, our amazing patrons. In fact, 
this past year over 45,000 audience members saw Berkeley Playhouse shows and over 2,000 
kids took part in our classes, camps, and YouthStage! I’m so thrilled to have the opportunity to 
continue to fulfill our mission of creating theater that engages, ignites, and celebrates our 
diverse community here in the Bay Area.” 
 
Executive Director and Producer Kimberly Dooley adds, “the productions we’ve selected this 
season all tell joyful and passionate stories about the family and communities that we care 
about, laugh with, and ultimately fight for. These stories span generations and 
destinations—from the stunning Greek Isles to blustery small-town Indiana, and from 1950s 
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Tennessee to New York in the late 1800s—and we can't wait to dive into these incredible pieces 
of musical theater.” 
 
The organization also announced plans to continue its successful outreach programs, which 
create spaces for those who stand to benefit greatly from quality engagement with musical 
theater. The Student Matinee Series supports Berkeley Playhouse’s goal of encouraging 
education and lifelong learning and offers a great opportunity to integrate the arts into students' 
curriculum. Performances are followed by an optional talk-back Q&A with the cast and are no 
doubt inspiring and rewarding for everyone attending.  
 
Berkeley Playhouse will also continue with their Pay What You Can Program for one 
performance of each production. On these special evenings, audiences may arrive at the 
theater one hour prior to performance time and pay whatever they can afford to attend that 
evening’s performance.  
 
Early Bird Season Passes will go on sale at a discounted price on April 15th, 2019. Berkeley 
Playhouse Season Pass holders will receive early access to ticket reservations and seat 
selection for all five productions during the exclusive Season Pass Holder Week from July 29th 
through August 4th, 2019. To learn more, visit www.berkeleyplayhouse.org. 
 
ABOUT BERKELEY PLAYHOUSE: Founded in 2007 by professional theater actor, director, 
and teacher for over 25 years, Elizabeth McKoy, Berkeley Playhouse’s mission is to create 
theater and programs that engage, ignite, and celebrate diverse Bay Area audiences through a 
thriving conservatory, a professional mainstage season, educational outreach, and a 
commitment to the development of new family musicals. In support of our mission, we maintain 
and enhance the historic Julia Morgan Theater. A commitment to community, diversity, 
inclusion, and empowerment is at the heart of our work. 
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BERKELEY PLAYHOUSE 2019-2020 SEASON AT A GLANCE 
 
Mamma Mia! | September 20 - October 20, 2019 (Press night: September 21) 
Music and Lyrics by Björn Ulvaeus and Benny Andersson | Book by Catherine Johnson 
 
“It's impossible not to fall for Mamma Mia!’s twinkling charms” - TimeOut London 
 
Here we go again! Join us on an uproarious adventure along the iridescent blue seas of the 
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Greek Isles. On the eve of her wedding day, Sophie seeks to discover the father she never 
knew, bringing three men from her mother’s past back to the island they last set foot on 20 
years ago. What follows is an unforgettable story full of lively dance numbers, non-stop laughs, 
and ABBA’s iconic, toe-tapping hits. One of the longest-running shows in Broadway history, you 
won’t want to miss this feel-good celebration of love, laughter, and friendship.  
 
A Christmas Story | November 8 - December 22, 2019 (Press night: November 9) 
Book by Joseph Robinette | Music and Lyrics by Benj Pasek and Justin Paul 
Based on the motion picture A Christmas Story distributed by Warner Bros., written by Jean 
Shepherd, Leigh Brown and Bob Clark, and upon In God We Trust: All Others Pay Cash written 
by Jean Shepherd. Produced with permission of Warner Bros., Theatre Ventures, and Dalfie 
Entertainment. 
 
"A true gift! A sparkling adaptation with a surefire charmer of a score." - New York Magazine 
 
This holiday season, journey on a nostalgic romp full of joyful spirit, featuring music from the 
Oscar-winning team behind the music of La La Land, The Greatest Showman and Dear Evan 
Hansen. 9-year-old Ralphie Parker only wants one thing for Christmas—an Official Red Ryder 
carbine-action 200-shot Range Model air rifle. Despite some very legitimate concerns from the 
adults in his life, Ralphie can’t control his desperate yearning for his gift. Featuring all your 
favorite scenes from the classic movie, A Christmas Story is brimming with hilarious moments 
and a lively, energetic score. This quirky tale reminds us that the true meaning of Christmas 
doesn’t lie in material gifts, but in who you spend the day with.  
 
Memphis | February 14 - March 15, 2020 (Press night: February 15) 
Book and Lyrics by David Bryan | Music and Lyrics by Joe Dipietro 
Based on a concept by George W. George 
 
"An exuberant musical with classic values: catchy songs, and heaping spoonfuls of inspirational 
moments” - The New York Post 
 
The exhilarating four-time Tony Award-winning musical makes its Berkeley Playhouse debut. 
When Huey Calhoun, a white disk jockey, meets Felicia Farrell, a talented black woman with a 
voice that won’t quit, they embark on a passionate journey through the trials and tribulations of 
love and fame in a prejudiced society. Featuring music and lyrics by David Bryan of Bon Jovi 
fame, this witty tale of desire, celebrity, and rock’n’roll is packed to the brim with irresistible 
songs and poignant moments.  
 
To Be Announced | April 3 - May 3, 2020 (Press night: April 4) 
Look for a news release on September 1, 2019, when we can officially announce this production 
to the public. We can only say that it is an exciting show that has been on our wish list for many 
years. 



 

 
Disney’s Newsies | June 19 - August 2, 2020 (Press night: June 20) 
Music by Alan Menken | Lyrics by Jack Feldman | Book by Harvey Fierstein 
Based on the Disney Film written by Bob Tzudiker and Noni White 
Originally produced on Broadway by Disney Theatrical Productions 
 
“An upbeat story about triumphant ragamuffins” - Variety 
 
Seize the day with this a jubilant story about fighting for what is right, based on the real-life 
Newsboys Strike of 1899. Jack Kelly, the charming leader of a group of young newsboys, rallies 
newsies from all over New York City to strike together in protest of rising distribution prices and 
unjust conditions. This Tony-award winning musical from the composer who brought you Little 
Shop of Horrors and Sister Act and the writer behind Kinky Boots is a must-see show for the 
entire family! 


