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BERKELEY PLAYHOUSE TO PRODUCE EAST BAY PREMIERE OF  
TEN-TIME TONY AWARD-WINNER 

BILLY ELLIOT THE MUSICAL 
  

The Elton John scored Broadway and West End hit to include 
 30 trained Bay Area actors and dancers under 15 years of age 

working alongside professional actors  
 
 

BERKELEY, CA (January 24, 2017) – Berkeley Playhouse continues their ninth season of professional theater for family 

audiences with the East Bay premiere of Elton John’s Tony Award-winning musical, Billy Elliot the Musical. The 

company’s first staging of the musical adaptation of the 2000 hit film includes thirty actors under the age of fifteen in 

two separate casts working alongside a company of professional adult actors.  Two young actor / dancers—Matthew 

Dean and Parker James Fullmore—who have donned the ballet slippers as the title character in previous U.S. regional 

theater performances, will share the role of Billy. Billy Elliot the Musical begins performances February 16, 2017, with 

performances running through March 25, 2017 at the historic Julia Morgan Theater in Berkeley. When 11-year-old Billy 

Elliot stumbles into a ballet class, his spirit of creativity and expression is awakened. Set amongst a working-class town 

facing a miners' strike in 1980s Britain, Elton John’s Tony Award-winning musical about following your passion, and 

challenging expectations—from parents, friends, and community—is for anyone who has dared to dream, if even for a 

moment, that they could dance. The original 2009 Broadway production won ten Tony Awards, including Best Musical, 

Best Book of a Musical, and Best Orchestrations. Press night will be held on Saturday, February 18 at 7pm. Tickets 

(ranging from $22--$40) are available by calling (510) 845-8542 x351 or by visiting online at 

www.berkeleyplayhouse.org. Ticket prices are subject to change without notice. 

 

“Our 2016-17 season showcases stories of exceptional and diverse characters that are faced with unique personal 

challenges—and who rise above them to find their inner-voice,” says Berkeley Playhouse Founding Artistic Director 

Elizabeth McKoy. “While many of our productions this season are set in a world just outside of reality—Billy Elliot put 

our audiences in a very real place: a community struggling with major economic downturn, a family barely hanging on 

through financial and personal loss, and a workforce protesting their governments’ policies towards the working-class.  

http://www.berkeleyplayhouse.org/


While the setting is Margaret Thatcher’s England, it could easily take place in any number of American cities today. 

What’s so special about Billy Elliot is that in the midst of those external forces, its core story explores how the awakening 

of one boy’s creativity and inner-passion for dance can have the power to not only lift a family to see beyond that 

struggle, but how it can help raise the spirit of an entire community.” 

 

Helming a cast that includes more than three dozen actors is Berkeley Playhouse Producing Artistic Director, Kimberly 

Dooley. “What’s truly fulfilling about directing Billy Elliot the Musical at Berkeley Playhouse is exploring this 

extraordinary work that demands its multitude of young performers be in absolute control of the storytelling. Berkeley 

Playhouse was founded as a home for live productions and a theater conservatory where kids can explore and 

understand their own potential through creativity. As a director and educator, there is nothing more thrilling than seeing 

a young actor realize they are holding the core of a big Broadway musical all on their own. Billy Elliot is a beautiful story 

about the power of realizing potential, but made even more beautiful by how it gives that very opportunity to the young 

actors involved. The adult professionals in our cast, many of whom audiences have seen on stages throughout the Bay 

Area, not only inspire the young actors they work with, but are incredibly inspired by them as well.” In addition to 

directing, Dooley is sharing choreography duties with Bay Area dancer, choreographer and teacher Allison Paraiso. The 

creative team also includes music director Rachel Robinson, scenic designer Kirsten Royston, costume designer Lisa 

Danz, and lighting designer Nick Kumamoto.  

 

Sharing the role of Billy Elliot will be two young actor / dancers making their debuts at Berkeley Playhouse—but as 

seasoned “Billy’s.” South Bay resident Parker James Fullmore first performed the role of Billy Elliot at the age of ten (the 

youngest boy ever to debut in the role) in New Jersey; while fellow South Bay resident Matthew Dean first performed 

the role at age twelve in San Jose. Both have wowed audiences across the country in multiple productions, and are 

thrilled to be working together back in their native Bay Area.  

 

ABOUT BERKELEY PLAYHOUSE: Founded in 2007 by professional theatre actor, director, and teacher for over 25 years, 

Elizabeth McKoy, Berkeley Playhouse’s mission is to create theatre and programs that engage, ignite, and celebrate 

diverse Bay Area audiences through a thriving conservatory, a professional main stage season, educational outreach, 

and a commitment to the development of new family musicals. In support of our mission, we maintain and enhance the 

historic Julia Morgan Theater. A commitment to community, diversity, inclusion, and empowerment is at the heart of 

our work. 

 
Previews: Thursday, February 16 at 7pm, and Saturday, February 18 at 1pm. 
 
Opens:  Saturday, February 18 at 7pm. 
 
Press: Saturday, February 18 at 7pm and Sunday, February at 2pm. 
 
Closes: March 25, at 2pm.  



 
Performances: Due to the unique performance schedule, please check the website for specific dates and times. All 
performances at Berkeley Playhouse at The Julia Morgan Theater, 2640 College Ave., Berkeley, CA 94704.  
 
TICKETS: For tickets ($22 for previews, $22–$40 for regular performances) or more information, the public may call (510) 
845-8542 x351 or visit berkeleyplayhouse.org. Group rates available for 10 or more people.  
 
PAY WHAT YOU CAN: There will be a “Pay What You Can” performance, Thursday February 23 at 7pm. The promotion 
is CASH ONLY at the door one-hour prior to performance time. We request a donation of $20 per ticket but are able to 
accept a minimum of $5 per ticket.  
 
FAMILY GUIDE: Education is central to the mission at Berkeley Playhouse. Guide created by Berkeley Playhouse staff for 
each production have been created to enrich the learning experience of all patrons both young and seasoned. Links to 
the free Family Guides can be found online at BerkeleyPlayhouse.org.   
 
Berkeley Playhouse gratefully acknowledges support from: Production Sponsor, Madonna Estates; City of Berkeley Civic 
Arts Commission, American Eagle Outfitters, Inc., Peet’s Coffee, Extreme Pizza, The Imagination Foundation, and 
individual donors. 


