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BERKELEY PLAYHOUSE ANNOUNCES 2012-2013 SEASON 
 
 

SAN FRANCISCO (April 9, 2012) – Berkeley Playhouse proudly announces the lineup for its fifth 

season. The family-friendly season of musicals timeless and new opens in October with Rodgers and 

Hammerstein’s THE SOUND OF MUSIC, directed by Jennifer King. Jon Tracy (The Pirates of 

Penzance) returns to the company to direct Frank Loesser and Abe Burrows’ GUYS AND DOLLS in 

March. Closing the main stage season is THE WIZ, directed by Kimberly Dooley (Once On This Island, 

Seussical  the Musical, Lucky Duck) in July. Berkeley Playhouse continues its commitment to developing 

new musical theater works with a New Work Sample Showcase directed by Elizabeth McKoy. In addition 

to the main stage season and new work showcase, the company will present winter, spring, and fall Youth 

Conservatory productions. The entire 2012-13 season will be staged at the Julia Morgan Theatre (2640 

College Avenue) in Berkeley. Subscriptions go on sale April 21; single tickets on sale May 1. For 

tickets and information, the public may visit berkeleyplayhouse.org or call 510-845-8542x351.  

 
“I couldn’t be more thrilled about our upcoming season,” said Berkeley Playhouse founding Artistic 

Director Elizabeth McKoy. “Our main stage season features stories about unique journeys, where 

individuals risk failure, overcome personal obstacles, find inner courage, and ultimately triumph.  

We also embark on our fifth season with a vision to continue the commission and creation of family 

musical theater with our new works program, launched in season three.  After the success of our first 

staged musical workshop, Born and Raised, we realized that in addition to producing classic and modern 

music theater, we wanted to develop new musicals that spoke to, and for, a multigenerational audience.” 

 
Continued McKoy, “Berkeley Playhouse aims to create works that are multilayered, where an adult and a 

child see the same show and have both shared and unique experiences, where stories feel important and 

represent the diverse audiences that make up the Bay Area and the world. This season truly speaks to that 

endeavor, as it includes some of the most powerful, exciting, and best-known musical theater of all time.” 

 
 
In chronological order, the Berkeley Playhouse 2012-13 season is as follows: 
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THE SOUND OF MUSIC 
Music by Richard Rodgers 
Lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein II  
Book by Howard Lindsay and Russel Crouse 
Based on The Story of the Trapp Family Singers by Maria von Trapp 
Directed by Jennifer King  
Musical Direction by Angela Zullinger 
October 27 – December 2  
Opening/Press opening: October 27 (Preview: October 26) 
 
Berkeley Playhouse opens its fifth season with Rodgers and Hammerstein’s beloved final collaboration, 
THE SOUND OF MUSIC. When struggling novice nun Maria proves too high-spirited for the religious 
life, she is dispatched to serve as governess to the seven troublesome children of widowed naval Captain 
Von Trapp. Her growing rapport with the youngsters, coupled with her generosity of spirit, gradually 
captures their hearts, and the heart of the stern Captain. 
 
Based on the real-life Austrian family and their narrow escape from the Nazi’s over the mountains to 
Switzerland on the eve of World War II, THE SOUND OF MUSIC provides one of the most thrilling 
finales ever presented and includes such memorable songs as “My Favorite Things,” “Do Re Mi,” “Climb 
Every Mountain,” and the title song, all of which have become a much-loved part of the 20th century 
musical theater canon. Jennifer King (Disney’s Aladdin) helms this family classic. 
 
 
GUYS AND DOLLS 
Music and Lyrics by Frank Loesser 
Book by Abe Burrows 
Directed by Jon Tracy  
March 23 - April 28 
Opening/Press opening: March 23 (Preview: March 22) 
 
Berkeley Playhouse continues its fifth season with the Tony-winning GUYS AND DOLLS, about which 
Newsweek declared, “This is why Broadway was born!” This oddball romantic comedy finds gambler 
Nathan Detroit desperate for money to pay for his floating crap game. To seed his opportunity, he bets 
Sky Masterson a thousand dollars that Sky will not be able to make the next girl he sees fall in love with 
him, a do-gooder local Salvation Army girl named Sarah Brown. While Sky is eventually able to 
convince Sarah to be with him, Nathan fights his own battles with Adelaide, his fiancé of 14 years. Often 
called “the perfect musical,” GUYS AND DOLLS features such bright and brassy songs as “A Bushel 
and a Peck” “Luck Be a Lady,” and “Adelaide's Lament.” Jon Tracy (The Pirates of Penzance) helms this 
musical, his seventh production for Berkeley Playhouse. 
 
 
THE WIZ 
 
Adapted from The Wonderful Wizard of Oz by L. Frank Baum 
Book by William F. Brown  
Music and lyrics by Charlie Smalls  
Directed by Kimberly Dooley  
July 13-August 25 
Opening/Press opening: July 13 (Preview: July 12) 
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The final main stage production of Berkeley Playhouse’s fifth season is the THE WIZ, a soulful re-
imaging of L. Frank Baum’s The Wonderful Wizard of Oz. Dorothy and her dog Toto get lost in a 
snowstorm and end up in the land of Oz. She learns that the only way she can get home again is to see the 
magical Wiz in the Emerald City. Along the way, she meets a Scarecrow made of garbage who wants a 
brain, a Tin Man who wants a heart, and a Lion who wants courage, and together they set off down the 
Yellow Brick Road to seek help from the all-powerful Wiz. Kimberly Dooley directs this stage classic 
about the power of believing in yourself and the importance of family, featuring such soul-stirring stage 
classics as “Home” and the funky “Ease On Down the Road.” 
 
 
New Work Showcase (May 10, 11, 12; subscribers only) 
Berkeley Playhouse’s new works program is core to the company’s educational mission. By offering a 
vibrant new works program which shares the exciting, ever changing process of collaboration and 
analysis in putting a new work together, teens and children experience theater in a new light as they 
follow the process of creation from concept to workshop to showcase, all the way through to a full main 
stage production. 
 
The New Work Showcase will be in a script-in-hand black-box format and will include a forum for 
audience participation in the development of the final piece. The final piece is scheduled to be included as 
a main stage production in the company’s 2013-2014 season. 
 
 
Youth Conservatory productions 
Berkeley Playhouse believes that kids and teens have the ability to command their own audiences. The 
company’s acclaimed Conservatory gives talented students the opportunity to participate in full-scale 
youth-only productions of the highest quality with some of the best professional directors, 
choreographers, and designers in the Bay Area. Cast members of Conservatory productions receive 
ongoing training in acting, voice, and movement. 
 
PETER PAN JR. (Kidstage) 
January 19-21; January 26-27 
  
Additional winter, spring, and summer youth conservatory productions TBA 

 
 
Berkeley Playhouse was founded in 2007 by Artistic Director Elizabeth McKoy, a professional theater 

actor, director, and teacher for over 20 years. Under the artistic guidance of McKoy, and Managing 

Director Lauren Hewitt, Berkeley Playhouse is a professional theater for all ages that presents a season of 

year-round musicals, providing children and families with unique and sophisticated musical theater 

experiences. In addition, Berkeley Playhouse has a music theater conservatory which offers a range of 

educational instruction classes in music performance skills. In 2009, Berkeley Playhouse made its 

permanent performance home at the historic Julia Morgan Theatre in Berkeley.  
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FOR CALENDAR EDITORS: 

 
WHAT:   
Berkeley Playhouse proudly announces the lineup for its fifth season. The family-friendly season of 
musicals timeless and new opens in October with Rodgers and Hammerstein’s THE SOUND OF 
MUSIC, directed by Jennifer King. Jon Tracy (The Pirates of Penzance) returns to the company to direct 
Frank Loesser and Abe Burrows’ GUYS AND DOLLS in March. Closing the main stage season is THE 
WIZ, directed by Kimberly Dooley (Once On This Island, Seussical  the Musical, Lucky Duck) in July. 
Berkeley Playhouse continues its commitment to developing new musical theater works with a New Work 
Sample Showcase directed by Elizabeth McKoy. In addition to the main stage season and new work 
showcase, the company will present winter, spring, and fall Youth Conservatory productions. The entire 
2012-13 season will be staged at the Julia Morgan Theatre in Berkeley. 
 
 
SCHEDULE:  
 
THE SOUND OF MUSIC 
Music by Richard Rodgers 
Lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein II  
Book by Howard Lindsay and Russel Crouse 
Based on The Story of the Trapp Family Singers by Maria von Trapp 
Directed by Jennifer King  
Musical Direction by Angela Zullinger 
October 27 – December 2  
Opens: October 27 (Preview: October 26) 
Performances: Thursdays at 7pm, Fridays at 7pm, Saturdays at 2pm and 7pm, Sundays at 12pm and 5pm 
 
GUYS AND DOLLS 
Music and Lyrics by Frank Loesser 
Book by Abe Burrows 
Directed by Jon Tracy  
March 23 - April 28 
Opens: March 23 (Preview: March 22) 
Performances: Thursdays at 7pm, Fridays at 7pm, Saturdays at 2pm and 7pm, Sundays at 3pm 
 
NEW WORK SAMPLE SHOWCASE (subscribers only) 
Director: Elizabeth McKoy  
May 10, 11, 12  
Performances: Friday at 7pm, Saturday and Sunday at 3pm 
 
THE WIZ 
Adapted from The Wonderful Wizard of Oz by L. Frank Baum 
Music and lyrics by Charlie Smalls  
Book by William F. Brown  
Directed by Kimberly Dooley  
July 13-August 25 
Opens: July 13 (Preview: July 12) 
Performances: Fridays at 7pm, Saturdays at 2pm and 7pm, Sundays at 12pm and 5pm 
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WHERE: 
Julia Morgan Theatre, 2640 College Avenue,  Berkeley 
 
TICKETS:   
For tickets and information, the public may visit berkeleyplayhouse.org or call 510-845-8542x351; 
group discounts available  
 
Berkeley Playhouse gratefully acknowledges the following for their support: City of Berkeley Civic Arts Commission, The 
Alameda County Arts Commission, The Thomas J. Long Foundation, and individual donors.  
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