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BERKELEY PLAYHOUSE ANNOUNCES  
2016-17 PROFESSIONAL SEASON! 

Award winning company to also present a full season  
of dedicated weekday matinee performances for students 

 

BERKELEY (May 16, 2016) – Berkeley Playhouse Artistic Director Elizabeth McKoy announced today the award-winning 

theater company for families’ upcoming professional season. The 2016-17 season includes the acclaimed swashbuckling 

prequel to Peter Pan, Peter and the Starcatcher; Disney’s first Broadway musical, Beauty and the Beast; Elton John’s 12-

time Tony Award winning musical hit Billy Elliot; the hilarious and satirically relevant tale Urinetown, The Musical; and a 

pulsating new production of Tarzan featuring songs by Grammy award-winning artist Phil Collins. Current Berkeley 

Playhouse members will receive priority information on renewing their membership by visiting 

www.berkeleyplayhouse.org. New memberships will be available beginning May 20, 2016. 

Says McKoy: “The 2016-17 season celebrates our core mission of presenting great theatrical works that embrace music 

as the ultimate form of storytelling. Within these five productions you’ll find exceptional and diverse characters that are 

faced with singularly unique challenges, break convention and exceed expectations—whether it be the expectations of 

their family, their community, or even themselves—and through music find their inner-voice to help them sing their own 

unique song. As a director, actor, teacher, and especially as a mother, I am thrilled that Berkeley Playhouse is a place 

where intergenerational families can discover together incredible stories and characters that mirror all facets of our 

community and daily life.” 

The organization also announced plans to expand its outreach into the community and reintroduce a student matinee 

series exclusively for Bay Area students. Says Berkeley Playhouse Director of Education Rachel Eisner, “By creating a 

performance just for students, we are harkening back to our roots by ensuring that education and life-long learning is at 

the core of everything we do.” For more information on Student Matinee performances, please contact 

education@berkeleyplayhouse.org.  

 

http://www.berkeleyplayhouse.org/
mailto:education@berkeleyplayhouse.org


 The season begins in September with the east bay premiere of the five time Tony award-winning play with music, Peter 

and the Starcatcher. Before Peter Pan met the Darling family, Captain Hook, or had a merry band of followers, he was 

just a boy—and a distrustful one at that. In this ingenious prequel to one of modern literatures greatest stories, Peter 

and the Starcatcher is a swashbuckling, imaginative, music-infused laugh-out-loud adventure that proves that if you 

believe, imagination can give you wings, and hope can make you fly. Peter and the Starcatcher begins performances 

Thursday, September 22, 2016 and runs through Sunday, October 16, 2016. 

 

In October, the Playhouse will present Disney’s Beauty and the Beast. The family favorite gets the Berkeley Playhouse 

makeover as founding Artistic Director Elizabeth McKoy helms this all new production showcasing a diverse and 

multigenerational cast of dozens. Featuring some of Disney’s most popular songs and characters, you won’t want to miss 

this magical musical adventure guaranteed to delight audiences of all ages.  Beauty and the Beast begins performances 

Thursday, November 10, 2016 and runs through Sunday, December 18, 2016. 

 

In February, Elton John’s 12-time Tony Award-winning hit Billy Elliot, The Musical takes to the stage with electricity! 

When 11-year old Billy Elliott stumbles into a ballet class, his spirit of creativity and expression is awakened. Set amongst 

a working-class town facing a miners strike in 1980s Britain, this Tony Award-winning musical about following your 

passion, and challenging expectations—from parents, friends, and community—is for anyone who dared to dream, if 

even for a moment, that they could dance. Billy Elliot will feature an incredible cast of young performers and 

professional actors in this east bay premiere. Performances begin Thursday, February 16, 2017 and runs through 

Sunday, March 25, 2016. 

 

Don’t let the terrible title fool you, the hysterical and brilliant satire Urinetown, The Musical opens in April at the Julia 

Morgan Theater. Les Mis, Fiddler on the Roof, and even West Side Story find their way into this Tony Award winning 

musical comedy that spoofs some of Broadway’s biggest hits, while asking serious questions about corporate greed and 

environmental responsibility. Set in a not-so-distant future in which water is in short supply—and city residents must 

pay to use restrooms—a young bathroom attendant decides to challenge authority and free the toilets! Urinetown is as 

clean as a newly scrubbed toilet, and as fresh—and hilariously original—as any musical you’ve ever seen. Urinetown 

begins performances Thursday, April 6, 2017 and runs through Sunday, April 30, 2017. 

 

Swinging in to close Berkeley Playhouse’s 2016-17 season is the musical adventure Tarzan. With a thrilling score from 

one pop-music’s greatest icons, Phil Collins, Tarzan is the ultimate story of an untraditional family drawn together by 

fate, and bound by love. Pulsating with life, audiences will journey to the African jungle in this an all new staging that 

features a live percussive environment, stunning acrobats, and a heartfelt story about what it means to be a family. 

Tarzan will be next summer’s most exciting musical event! Tarzan begins performances Thursday, July 6, 2017 and runs 

through Sunday, August 13, 2017. 

 



ABOUT BERKELEY PLAYHOUSE: Berkeley Playhouse was founded in 2007 by Bay Area producer, director, actor, and 

teaching artist Elizabeth McKoy, and is housed at the historic Julia Morgan Theater in Berkeley. An award-winning non-

profit theater company committed to producing professional shows of exceptional quality, and home to an acclaimed 

conservatory for young actors, their mission is to create theatre and theatre-based education programs that engage, 

ignite, and celebrate the diverse audiences found throughout Bay Area. Through their thriving conservatory, 

professional season productions, and their commitment to the development of new musicals for families, Berkeley 

Playhouse has engaged with thousands of Bay Area audiences and students in its nine-year history. Additionally, they 

maintain and enhance the historic Julia Morgan Theater. A commitment to community, diversity, inclusion, and 

empowerment is at the heart of their work.  
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BERKELEY PLAYHOUSE 2016-17 SEASON 
AT A GLANCE 

 
PETER AND THE STARCATCHER 
Based on the novel by Dave Barry and Ridley Pearson 
Adapted by Rick Elice 
Musical Directed by Michael Patrick Wiles 

Directed by Michael Moran 

September 22, 2016 - Sunday, October 16, 2016. 

Press Night: Saturday, September 24, 7 P.M. 

“Celebrates the leap of faith that occurs when we tell and believe improbable tales . . . this show never stops flying!” 
New York Times 
 
 
Before Peter Pan met the Darling family, Captain Hook, or had a merry band of followers, he was just a boy—and a 
distrustful one at that. In this ingenious prequel to one of modern literatures greatest stories, Peter and the Starcatcher 
is a swashbuckling, imaginative, music-infused laugh-out-loud adventure that proves that if you believe, imagination can 
give you wings, and hope can make you fly. 

 
 
DISNEY’S BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 
Book by Linda Woolverton 
Music by Alan Menken 
Lyrics by Howard Ashman and Tim Rice  
Musical Direction by Eric Walton 
Choreography by Kimberly Dooley 
Directed by Elizabeth McKoy 
 
Thursday, November 10, 2016 – Sunday, December 18, 2016 
Press Night: Saturday, November 12, 7 P.M. 
 
“Smashing! As human as it is animated . . .  a Broadway musical in the very best sense.”  
Los Angeles Times 
 
The Disney (and Broadway!) favorite gets the Berkeley Playhouse makeover as founding Artistic Director Elizabeth 
McKoy helms this all new production featuring a diverse and multigenerational cast of dozens. Featuring some of 
Disney’s most popular songs and characters, you won’t want to miss this magical musical adventure guaranteed to 
delight audiences of all ages.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BILLY ELLIOT, THE MUSICAL 
Music by Elton John  
Book and Lyrics by Lee Hall 
Musical Direction by Rachel Robinson 
Directed & Choreographed by Kimberly Dooley 
 
Thursday, February 16, 2017 – Saturday, March 25, 2017 
Press Night: Saturday, February 18, 7 P.M. 
 
“Electric, passionate and exhilarating!” Time Out New York 

 
When 11-year old Billy Elliott stumbles into a ballet class, his spirit of creativity and expression is awakened. Set amongst 
a working-class town facing a miners strike in 1980s Britain, Elton John’s Tony Award-winning musical about following 
your passion, and challenging expectations—from parents, friends, and community—is for anyone who dared to dream, 
if even for a moment, that they could dance. 

 
 
URINETOWN, THE MUSICAL 
Book by Greg Kotis 
Music by Mark Hollmann 
Lyrics by Mark Hollmann and Greg Kotis  
Musical direction by Michael Patrick Wiles 
Choreography by Allison Paraiso 
Directed by Danny Cozart 
 
Thursday, April 6, 2017 – Sunday, April 30, 2017 
Press Night: Saturday, April 8, 7 P.M. 
 
“The happiest musical in town! One of the most original new musicals in a long time.” 
San Francisco Chronicle 

 
Don’t let the terrible title fool you (we were nervous too!), in the hysterically clean Urinetown, The Musical, Les Mis, 
Fiddler on the Roof, and even West Side Story gets spoofed in this Tony Award winning socially aware comedy that takes 
on corporate greed and environmental responsibility while spoofing some of Broadway’s biggest hits. Set in a not-so-
distant future in which water is in short supply—and city residents must pay to use restrooms—a young bathroom 
attendant decides to challenge authority and free the toilets! As clean as a newly scrubbed toilet, and as fresh—and 
hilariously original—as any musical you’ve ever seen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tarzan 
Book by David Henry Hwang 
Music and Lyrics by Phil Collins 
Based on the story Tarzan of the Apes by Edgar Rice Burroughs and the Disney film Tarzan 
 
Thursday, July 6, 2017 – Sunday, August 13, 2017 
Press Night: Saturday, July 8, 7 P.M. 
 
“Warmth and charm . . .  Afrocentric rhythms with the odd nod to Gilbert and Sullivan . . . . makes this Tarzan fly!" USA 
Today 
  
Swinging in to close Berkeley Playhouse’s season is the musical family adventure Tarzan. With a pulsating score from 
one of our greatest pop-music icons, Phil Collins, Tarzan is the ultimate story of an untraditional family drawn together 
by fate, and bound by love. When an infant boy washes up on the shores of Africa, he is adopted by a family of gorillas 
who raise and nurture him as one of their own. When, as an adult, he is confronted with his true heritage, human 
emotion conflicts with animal instincts and Tarzan must navigate the jungle of love and family in this worldwide musical 
hit. Don’t monkey around—with acrobats, Taiko drummers, and a heartfelt story of how family will always be there to 
catch you when you fall, Tarzan will be your family’s most exciting summer adventure event! 
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